PREVENTING BULLYING: IT TAKES A COMMUNITY

It’s hard not to notice the vigorous attention that bullying has been receiving lately.  With the recent tragic deaths of 15-year old Phoebe Prince of South Hadley and 11-year-old Carl Joseph Walker-Hoover of Springfield and the new anti-bullying law recently adopted in Massachusetts, communities across the state are looking more closely at bullying and how to prevent it. 
Bullying happens in every community and we know from recent surveys that Watertown is not immune to this issue either. Now more than ever it is important that we all participate in efforts to prevent bullying behavior and effectively intervene when it does occur. Prevention is a community-wide effort.  Parents, children, schools and the community need to work together to send a clear message that bullying is not acceptable.  
This approach is happening right now in Watertown.  The Watertown Youth Coalition and Wayside Multi-Service Center have met with community groups to raise parent awareness about different types of bullying and to enlist their support in the Coalition’s education and outreach efforts.   The Watertown Public Schools have introduced prevention strategies that encourage collaboration at many levels to educate students and teachers about bullying prevention and intervention, and to provide services and support to youth who are targets of bullying and those who participate in bullying behaviors.
Watertown is very fortunate to be a community with the courage and determination to take bullying seriously and to work together to protect all of our youth.  The Watertown Youth Coalition welcomes all parents and youth to share your ideas with us and to get involved in efforts to support healthy youth development. 
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